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HEROES RAISING HEROES AT CARL VINSON VA MEDICAL CENTER
Veterans at the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center in Dublin, Ga., continue to serve their country in a very important way.  They are raising puppies which will later be trained as explosive detector dogs for various agencies such as government, military, and law enforcement throughout the United States and abroad.

This detection canine development program, part of Auburn University’s Canine Detection Research Institute, breeds, raises, and trains detection dogs for agencies worldwide in the fight against crime and terrorism.

Puppies born at Auburn’s Canine Detection Training Center at Fort McClellan near Anniston, Ala., are placed at three to four months of age in facilities participating in the program.  “There they are raised to training age, about twelve to fourteen months, in a carefully developed program which strengthens and hones traits and skills that are important to their future work,” said John Pearce, Canine Detection Research Institute associate director.  “Until now, these facilities have been private and federal prisons.” 

Carl Vinson VA Medical Center is the first VA facility to partner with Auburn University.  Medical center veterans, who act as handlers, are now raising the first four puppies to arrive: Gidget, Gabby, Grace, and Genni. 

Established in 1989, the Canine Detection Research Institute is part of the Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine. The Auburn program is the largest dedicated canine detection research program in the United States and its associated Canine Detection Training Center is one of the largest training programs outside the federal government. 
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